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Curriculum Information

Autumn Term 2021
Welcome to the new school year! I hope you all had a restful summer break. We have had a great start to the term and the children have settled into the routine of school. The class Teaching Assistant is Miss Crowther. 
English

Narrative: We will looking at ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar as the main text and this will become a stimulus for creative writing. As part of our work the children will develop the use of expanded noun phrases and fronted adverbials amongst other areas of grammar.
Instruction: Through a variety of instruction texts, the children will learn about the features of instructions. They will follow these. 
Poetry: Using a variety of poetry resources, including humorous and ones with creative imagery, the children will learn how to recognise and use correct terminology.
Persuasion The children will look at persuasive writing and how language is used to persuade.

Throughout all written work they will have opportunities to draft, edit and present their final written outcome.

Through our English lessons we will also cover the Year 4 and 5 curriculum for SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar).  This will be covered at times in the English lesson and as a standalone lesson.  We will also focus on handwriting and presentation skills. Spellings will be taught in class and some activities will be sent home connected with the patterns or words taught as well as spellings to learn. 

Each week the children will enjoy a session of Guided Reading with the teacher. The session includes the reading discussion, comprehension of texts levelled to their reading ability and practical tasks. 
Reading books will continue to go home. Please ensure that your child’s reading record (if they are not a free reader) and reading book is brought in to school every day. The adult who has read with their child needs to write a comment in their record book so that they can then get a new book unless they are a free reader.  The children will have the opportunity to change their books every day during the guided reading session and will be expected to do this independently.

Mathematics

Our teaching and learning in mathematics this year will begin, as it always does with a block of lessons focusing on number and place value with Mr Gosling. This is an essential foundation of all mathematics and it’s important that this is secure at the start of the year. We will then progress to a block covering addition and addition and subtraction before moving on to the block on multiplication and division. 
Mrs Sparks will begin by focussing on length and perimeter, moving on to area and volume. Throughout, the approach is to secure the particular skill, then develop and strengthen their ability to reason with this knowledge. In support of this we would urge you to look for the maths in the world (shopping, cooking, “are we there yet?” questions, pocket money budgeting etc etc) and “talk maths” to your children.
Throughout the term, we will be continuing with the weekly work on TT rockstars to develop their times tables.  On line resources such as Education City, Purple Mash, Mathletics (where the school has subscriptions) provide excellent opportunities for practise, many in entertaining game situations where research tells us that much maths learning takes place. There are also many other excellent free sites such as “Hit the Button” that can support the childrens’ learning. As a specific point and consistent with the DfE Tables Test that is to be introduced this year, Education City has a helpful series of activities which will help support your child’s quick recall of tables facts (up to 12X table)
Science 
Science this term will be taken by Miss Green on a Friday afternoon. The children will cover the exciting topics of Electricity and Sound in the first half term, then Earth and Space in the second half, to allow us to make the most of the darker nights. Lessons will have a practical element as well as improving the children's knowledge base. 
R.E.

During the first half-term, we will be looking at what beliefs about God are expressed in different symbols and why symbols are used to describe God. This will be looked at it relation to the question -  Do Murtis help Hindus understand God?
During the second half of the term the children will ask the question - should Christians worship Mary? They will think about how worship and rituals express different beliefs about God and the world.
 
Topic
Miss Crowther is teaching Topic this term on a Thursday afternoon.  To begin with we are looking at the unit ‘All around the World' in Geography.  We will be taking a closer look at where the countries of the world are located, and some of the geographical terms used to describe locations. Children will learn how to locate and describe places using longitude and latitude and find out about some of the important lines that delineate the Earth - the Equator, the Hemispheres, the Poles and the Tropics. 
After half-term we will be starting an exciting unit on Victorian Inventions. We will start by exploring who the Victorians were, with the context of the Industrial Revolution. The children will then do some group research on some key Victorian inventions, to then pitch to the class in a Dragon Den style presentation. Finally, we will be looking at the Great Exhibition. 
Computing
The term will start with learning about internet safety and no one should need reminding of hazards that face us on line and the importance of sensible conduct. Children will learn how to use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly. They will recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour and identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact.
Blue Mic Music
In Music classes this term, the older years will be creating their own bands. They will be required to create a band name, design a CD cover and write their own tracks. Each band will have keyboard player, a singer a guitarist and a drummer and we will be learning how these instruments work together. We will be looking back at the 'history of pop' to help us see where our current music comes from, and we be looking at how songs are written and created. We will be using our body percussion to help create different beats, and will be writing our tracks in different styles.
French

French will be taught by Miss Crowther on a Thursday afternoon. The children will learn different greetings and farewells; to ask and respond to the question, "How are you?” in different ways.  They will learn how to introduce themselves and how to talk about families and pets.  We will be looking at the pronunciation of the French alphabet and the numbers 1-20.  Lastly, we will be looking at how Christmas is celebrated in France. 

P.E.

Club Sports will be leading games sessions for the whole class each Wednesday. On Monday afternoons Year 4s will be swimming and Year 5s will be doing Gymnastics in the first half of the term followed by Dance in the second half of the term.. Children are expected to have their swimming kits in school on Mondays and their P.E. kits in school every day. The P.E. kits should include outdoor trainers and tracksuit bottoms as the weather can be very cold during the autumn term. 

PSHE

For this term our theme is ‘Relationships.’ We will look at: 
Yr4 positive friendships online; responding to hurtful behaviour; managing confidentiality; respecting differences and similarities; discussing difference sensitively.
Yr5 managing friendships and peer influence; physical contact and feeling safe; responding respectfully to a wide range of people: recognising prejudice and discrimination.

Homework
Homework will be set each day on TEAMS and the pupils will be using a number of different educational websites which they should be familiar with(Education City, Purple Mash, TT Rockstars or Mathletics). The expectation is that all children should read, practise their spellings and do a short maths activity every day. A reading comprehension task will be set on a Friday. Reading at home should be to an adult if possible who could check their understanding of vocabulary and comprehension.
Homework expectations – KITES
	
	Year 4
	Year 5

	Daily reading (to an adult if possible)
	(
	(

	Daily spellings practice (test Thursday)
	(
	(

	Daily mathematics activity
	(
	(

	Friday reading comprehension
	Weekly (25mins)
	Weekly (25-30 mins)

	


We are very much looking forward to the year ahead. As always, if you have any queries or concerns please come and see us.
Mrs Sparks and Mr Gosling
Class Teachers
